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Friendly chair for canteen experiences

When these chairs are lined up side by side, they look like a single extrusion of chairs.
Seat and a backrest are held between side frames that are 26 mm in profile.

Outline of this project is to design chairs, stools and tables for canteen and cafe
environments.

In the first edition, in order to maximize the production efficiency regardless of having
material defects such as uneven colour tones and uneven texture in plywood, we
decided to paint and cover the pieces in gray. This colour matches well with the colour
of the seat and the backrest. Furthermore it brings the advantage that gray, as a
neutral colour, complements many other colours for future combination possibilities.
Having wooden chair in gray colour is quite a rare case in Japan but it goes nicely with
the table and easy on the eyes. Seat and backrests are very soft and they are very
comfortable to the body. In the second edition we have added black and red colours
to the collection.

Junction areas on frames where lines meet for the seat, armrests and the backrest are
connected with gentle curves. Widths of the frames gradually reduce as the lines drive
towards the end tips following legs and the backrest. And also the top surface of the
armrests is gently curved. In order to avoid creating any impression of rigidly cutout
plywood frame construction, we controlled the outline of the frame as if they are drawn
by a single continuous pen stroke.

Finally, we have added a new collection called ‘canteen natural’, which takes the
advantage of the natural texture of the wood frame of the chair. This new collection can
fit also for a dining chair.

Our aim is to provide great canteen and cafe experiences with cosy chairs.

When these chairs are placed in combination with rectangular tables that are aligned
side by side, they give us a feel of something similar to being inside a monastery.
Canteen series gives a cosy and friendly yet quiet feeling. We believe Canteen will
become one of Okamura’s iconic product to be proud of.

Naoto Fukasawa
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